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Farewell to 

Dr David Gelipter
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Dr David Gelipter is to retire from his position as GP here at the end of September.  We will be very sorry to lose him from our team and we wish him well for the future.

We have a book on reception for anyone who wishes to leave a personal message for Dr Gelipter and there is an invitation to any of our patients (or ex-patients) to come and wish him well in person.
Our Patient Participation Group have organised a Retirement “do” for him on Thursday 7th October.  We would love to see you so please drop in to the practice between 4.00 pm – 6.00 pm.
Time Passes Over 
Would you write a short piece about your retirement, please? I’m never short of a word or two so that shouldn’t be difficult. But I’m finding it rather taxing. Part of me doesn’t want to do it. Because part of me doesn’t want to retire. Almost 27 years, almost half my life, full of privileges. And I am finding it hard to avoid clichés. 
Where have all those years gone? The time has rushed by. Or has it? Is it, rather, a glance back at lost youth, with just a tinge of regret? It was, after all, only yesterday that I could bend with ease and was ache-free and immortality beckoned. The compensation is the acquisition of experience, and a little involvement with history, the history of Mosborough and some of its residents. 
In 1984 I joined Bill Gray to help run a small Practice of some 2000 people in a ramshackle building at 39 Queen Street which, until 1980, had been the Sheffield branch of the Drs Lipp’s Killamarsh surgery. This was the first time, I believe, that Mosborough had had its own surgery rather than a branch. The new building opened in April 1985 almost literally built by Dr Gray (doctor, senior partner, building foreman, architect, occasional brickie.) The population grew. The Practice grew. The building grew. We can’t seem to resist adding bits to accommodate more patients, more staff, more teaching. This has been the first privilege.

I have enjoyed every moment. Well, that’s not quite true, almost every moment. And still enjoy it, as much as, more than, ever. So there’s the rub. Why should I retire when I still love my work?
That is the second privilege. To be able to choose. To be able to miss my work, my colleagues and especially my patients. I have never got up in the morning and wished I didn’t have to go to work. (Maybe sometimes at night, though.) I don’t want to give that a chance to happen.

The third privilege has been to work within the Mosborough team, which has been a stable team with a small turnover. Since 1980, I am only the third partner to leave, all three retiring, no-one moving on or being disgruntled. A major part of the joy of Mosborough has been its warm and supportive team. This has weathered the continual administrative changes, and I am sure will continue to do so with the continual changes to come. I would not, could not, have had such a wonderful time without this team.

The fourth and final privilege is the greatest privilege of all, without which my work would have been meaningless. You, my patients. The privilege of knowing your stories, stories that you have shared with me. This has been the essence of my life at Mosborough, giving my work purpose and my life countless riches. And what riches. The mundane, the dramatic, the joys and the tragedies, the relationships, the friendships. Watching people grow and change, from babyhood to adulthood to parent hood. And watching their babies grow to parenthood too. Within all this I recall the difficulties, challenges and failures too. But if, along the way, I have been of some help, then that is all I ask.   And forgiveness, for the hint of moisture in my eye that you may see if you look carefully. 
Thank you colleagues, friends. I shall miss you all immeasurably. But above all, remember this. No-one is indispensable. Mosborough and you will continue perfectly well without me. And that is how it should be.

David Gelipter ~ September 2010  
Personnel updates

Dr Jane Searle will become a partner from 1st October 2010. She has worked at the practice as a salaried GP for 4 years and we are all delighted at her forthcoming partner status.
We welcome two new GP Registrars to the practice:-

Dr Qumer Younis is in his first year of general practice training and will be with us for 6 months until February 2011.

Dr Victoria Lloyd is in her final (third) year of GP training and will be with us for 12 months until August 2011.

To be a GP a doctor needs at least 3½ years experience working in hospitals and 18 months in general practice, not to mention passing many assessments and exams.  We wish them both luck and hope they enjoy working with us.

We also wish to congratulate Dr Tom Holdsworth for successfully completing his training this summer. He will return as a salaried GP in October as a result of Dr Gelipter’s retirement.

Did you know?

· There is a telephone surgery available each morning, whereby details are taken by a receptionist and a doctor rings the patient back for a consultation later that morning. If the doctor thinks the patient needs to be seen the doctor will make an appropriate appointment, either with a doctor or nurse practitioner.

· You are now able to book and cancel GP appointments and order repeat prescriptions online – just ask at reception for details.

· We offer a Saturday morning surgery by appointment only. Please note the surgery is not open for prescriptions or other usual practice business.
· We operate a Minor Illness Clinic on Monday, Wednesday and Friday (morning and evening).  The clinic is run by Sue Nutbrown our Nurse Practitioner who is able to issue prescriptions if necessary.

Flu Clinics -  7th & 14th October
It’s that time of year again and the nursing team are ready and waiting for your right (or left) arm with sleeve rolled up to give you the flu vaccine. Please contact reception for an appointment.

You are eligible for the vaccine 
If you are:-

· Over 65 years old

· Pregnant

· Live in residential accommodation e.g. Nursing Home

· A carer for an elderly or disabled person whose welfare would be at risk if the carer falls ill (those in receipt of Carer’s Allowance)

If you have any of the following problems:-

· Chronic respiratory disease including asthma

· Chronic heart disease

· Kidney disease

· Liver disease

· Diabetes

· Immunosuppression due to disease or treatment or no spleen

· Stroke or TIA’s

Those with serious chronic disease will be considered on an individual basis.

Please remember these appointments are for flu vaccinations only.

About  the PPG

The Patient Participation Group started in March 2010 and has held regular meetings since.  On average there are about 12 people attending; 2 doctors, 9 patients, 1 member of the administration staff and the Practice Manager. 
We have looked at the aims of the group and initially are concentrating on trying to help improve communication between the surgery and the patients.  The surgery now has a website (still under development), regular newsletter and patient notice board.  We are also supporting the staff at the Health Centre in organizing something for Dr. Gelipter's retirement. We have some ideas of what we might like to try and achieve in the next few months.
 

After much thinking and discussion we have decided that we will be known as the Patient Link, hoping that this name may convey the right idea of what we aim to do.  Members of the group come from many walks of life and have a variety of skills to offer. Some were asked to join the group and others volunteered.  If you would like to join us or wish to put forward any ideas to the group please feel free to do so. Please put your idea, name and contact details in an envelope marked "Patient Link" and hand it in at reception.  Someone will get back to you as soon as possible.  
Thank you.  We look forward to hearing from you.     
34 Queen Street

Sheffield

S20 5BQ

Telephone: 0844 815 1000

www.mosboroughhealthcentre.co.uk
Opening hours:

Monday
8.30 – 6.00

Tuesday
8.30 – 1.00 
2.00 – 6.00

Wednesday
8.30 – 6.00

Thursday
8.30 – 1.00

Friday
8.30 – 6.00

Saturday
8.30 – 11.30 (pre-booked 
appointments only)

Please note we do not take incoming telephone calls between 12.00 – 2.00
This newsletter has been produced by the Patient Link
